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was remarkably confirmed by the independent testimony of Lord
Edward Fitzgerald and of Arthur O'Connor. Another memoir,
apparently unconnected with them, came nearly at the same time
from Ireland, asserting that fourteen counties in the North were
already fully organised for revolution, that the organisation was
rapidly advancing in the other counties, that the lower orders
obeyed those who led them without knowing who they were, and
that 17,000 out of the 20;000 militia were secretly sworn to go
with the people.1

The French Ministers were now fully resolved to attempt the
enterprise, but they determined in the first place to send to
Ireland a trusted agent to study the situation, and to apprise
the revolutionary organisations of their intention. The difficulty
of finding such an agent proved very considerable. Tone him-
self was too well known, and he strqngly urged the French not
to send a priest, and if possible to choose a military man.2 A
Count Richard O'Shea was at last selected, and he received very
elaborate instructions. He was to find out the leaders of the
Defenders; to take if necessary the Defender oath ; to discover
their numbers and their strength; and to ascertain whether they
were really allied with the Presbyterians, or led by priests or great
landlords. He was also, himself, as an agent of the French Go-
vernment, to regulate and direct their organisation. A sketch
was given of the different districts in Ulster which should be
placed under separate commanders. Internal correspondence was
to be carried on chiefly through the instrumentality of women
and children, and on foot, but never through the Post Office,
and it was to be made a special object to seduce Post Office
officials in order to become acquainted with the Government
correspondence, and to introduce Defenders as servants into
the houses of men of position. "No member of Parliament was to
be admitted into the organisation, and rich proprietors should
be in general excluded. O'Shea was authorised to promise that
a force of at least 10,000 French soldiers, with arms for
20,000 men, would speedily arrive either in the North in the
counties of Derry or Antrim, or else in the West on the coast of
Gal way. All partial insurrections in Ulster and Connaught,
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